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The Galapagos Archipelago: An 
Otherworldly Experience, by Gail 
Garber, Executive Director  

Our second international trip,to Ecuador and the 
Galapagos Islands, was at capacity with a waiting list 
a full year before the scheduled July 1 
departure.  The partnership tour with Kevin Loughlin 
and Wildside Nature Tours, also was a fundraising 
trip for Hawks Aloft, and generated a donation of 

$2,800 from participants and Wildside.  

The first full day of the trip included a drive over a 
13,500 pass to the wet side of the Andes, to search for 
hummingbirds in the high elevation of the Amazon 
River watershed.  It did not disappoint, and we spotted 
stunners like the Sword-billed Hummingbird, and 
Long-tailed Sylph, among others. 

Our home for the next 8 days.  Our days were filled 
with hiking through exotic habitat with fantastical 
wildlife, taking thousands of photographs, and 
snorkeling along shorelines and at “Kicker Rock” in the 
middle of the deep ocean where we saw spotted eagle 
rays, black-tipped shark, and green sea turtles among the colorful fishes.  
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Ashore at the various islands, each with remarkably 
different geology and vegetation, wildlife was 
abundant, from marine and land iguanas to giant 
tortoises, songbirds and waterbirds, even the huge 
Waved Albatross.  One of the biggest surprises to me 

was the abundant Yellow Warblers,  at home just 
about everywhere with thriving populations.  The 
Short-eared Owls that call some of the islands home 
have adapted to catching Galapagos Shearwaters 
on the wing, their main prey -- an amazing feat. The 
boobies and frigatebirds, for which this region is 
known, were in the midst of breeding season, so we 
were able to experience all stages, from courtship, 
to eggs, to nestlings and fledglings of the various 
species.  One of the greatest thrills for me was t courtship display of the Waved Albatross as well as watching 
these aerial acrobats soaring on the wind.  

One of my most favorite parts of the trip, however, was being completely disconnected from the outside 
world.  There was no WIFI or cell service except for the one day that we visited a town, Puerto Baquareza Morena 
on San Cristobal Island.  Thus, in the late afternoons, we all gathered in the upstairs deck to share a beer or other 
beverage and share our stories of the day, similarly attired in shorts, T-shirts and bare feet – a great equalizer. 
The group was among the most compatible of all trips I have ever experienced with new friendships formed and 
long-time ones strengthened.  

There is only space for a  few images to accompany this article in this issue, but please visit the Hawks Aloft 
Facebook page for more images and stories.  Rob Stambaugh, Frank Dobrushken, and Chuck Carlson posted 
their images on Flickr, and can be accessed by the links attached to their names.  Tom Mayer, one of the guests 
on the trip, and a long-time volunteer, will have a feature article about this trip in the upcoming issue of Aloft 
magazine.  And!  If you are planning to attend our Volunteer Dinner on September 9 (see below for details), we 
will feature several of the incredible images from this trip!  

We thank Kevin Loughlin, for his leadership, as well as Pedro Guaycha, our Galapagos guide, who carefully 
planned each day’s activities and charmingly filled our heads with knowledge and wonder.  

Clearly, for me, this was the "trip of a lifetime."  We are thrilled that there is so much interest in tours like these, 
and are pleased to see that our February 2018 trip, the Amazon Riverboat trip, is nearing capacity.  If you are 
wavering, now is the time to commit.  We will be announcing another destination that we know you will love later 
this year.   

Images, from top to bottom:   Red-billed Tropicbird by Virginia Edley; Sword-billed Hummingbird by Rob 
Stambaugh; Short-eared Owl by Gail Garber; Galapagos Penguin by Tom Mayer; Courtship display of Waved 
Albatross by Rob Stambaugh; Exotic prickly pear cactus trees on Santa Fe Island by Frank Dobrushken. 
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July Highlights From the Bosque, by Trevor Fetz, Lead Avian 
Biologist  

As August arrives, we are now 2/3 of the way through 
the summer field season for the Middle Rio Grande 
Songbird Study (MRGSS). It was a very busy first two 
months, as Amanda's field obligations in the Jemez 
and elsewhere left additional MRGSS routes for Lisa 
and me to cover. It was nice to have Amanda back in 
the bosque by late July, which eased the pressure a 
bit.  

In general, bird numbers have been close to average 
so far this summer. But, there have been a few 
highlights. Near the top of the list was the return of 
Red-headed Woodpeckers to our survey area on the 
Pueblo of Sandia. A pair of red-heads bred on the 
Pueblo in 2015 and successfully fledged at least two 
young. But, there nest snag was cut down the 
following winter and I did not document the species in 
2016. My first detection of 2017 didn't come until the 
middle of July, when I encountered a very vocal 
individual in the vicinity of the 2015 nest site. My final 
visit of July produced a second individual. I haven't 
found any evidence of breeding, but the two birds do 
appear to be a pair. 

One surprise bosque breeder was Cedar Waxwing. 
The species has not historically bred in the bosque, 
but I have documented likely nesting pairs in both the 
Sandia and Corrales bosques this summer. I was not 
able to pinpoint the exact location of either nest. But, 
in both cases the pairs have been present in the 
same locations all summer and were tending to 
young fledglings. 

Migrants and post-breeding wanderers also started appearing in the bosque during July. At La Joya Waterfowl 
Management Area, low water levels have attracted Black-necked Stilts. Mid-July is the earliest we have 
documented stilts there. In the few previous years we have documented the species at La Joya, it has only been 
during late August. The low water at La Joya also attracted large numbers of wading birds, who have been picking 
off fish (mostly carp, as far as I can tell) and bullfrogs. Black-crowned Night-Heron, Great Blue Heron, and Green 
Heron have all been present in good numbers. But, Snowy Egrets have been the most abundant waders, with 
numbers in the 50's between our two transects during the last two visits. Other notable migrants during July 
included Red-breasted Nuthatch in several locations, Yellow-headed Blackbirds at La Joya, and the always 
anticipated return of Western Tanagers throughout the bosque. August will bring more migrants to the bosque, 
and hopefully a few surprises.  

Images:  Red-headed Woodpecker, above, by Alan Murphy. Cedar Waxwing, below, by David Powell. 
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Wrapping Up Out of Town Projects, by Amanda Schluter, Biologist and 
Educator 
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July was a busy month. I spent the first two weeks 
finishing the final round of songbird surveys in the 
Valles Caldera National Preserve and the Jemez 
National Forest. I enjoy working in the Valles Caldera, 
but it felt like a great accomplishment to finally wrap 
the project up. I am still working on entering the data, 
and then I will author this year's report. 

Along with completing the songbird surveys in Jemez, 
the raptor monitoring in the Upper Rio Grande Gorge 
is also complete. A volunteer on the study, Larry 
Rimer, visited the active sites at the end of June, 
getting a fledge status for the Red-tail Hawks and 
Ferruginous Hawks we had monitored, and also 
obtaining the nestling numbers for several falcon 

nests that we had located. It is very difficult to locate falcon nests and is even harder to see into them to count the 
number of nestlings. Later in mid-July, I made another trip up to the gorge to check several Peregrine and Prairie 
Falcon nests to see if their young had fledged. All the nests that we had discovered had fledged and this project 
wrapped up as well. The only thing that remains to do is to complete the data analysis and write the report. 

The same can be said for our studies at El Segundo Mine. The Red-tailed Hawk and Common Raven nests we 
observed there had all fledged by mid-June. I was continuing to monitor a Ferruginous Hawk and a Prairie Falcon 
nest, however. When I went to visit the site in mid-July the two chicks at the Ferruginous Hawk nest were days 
away from fledging and the Prairie Falcons had one fledged bird in the area. I did get into a bit of a sticky situation 
when my vehicle got stuck on a muddy road after checking the falcon nest. It took some time but I was able to get 
the vehicle out. That situation definitely proved how tricky roads can be during monsoon season. Another visit to 
the site would certainly be beneficial for mapping purposes next year. Many of the nests were located on ranch 
land adjacent to the mine and the roads were not labeled. If we had an accurate map of the road system, it would 
save us time finding these historical sites in the future. 

With the majority of my out of town projects finishing up, I have spent the second half of the month catching up on 
my songbird study routes in the Middle Rio Grande bosque. Next month I will continue with these surveys until 
they are complete. I imagine that I will be busy trying to complete all nine rounds of the surveys before the end of 
August. In addition to songbird surveys in the bosque, I will also complete my data entry for all my projects and get 
to work writing reports. I am looking forward to being able to spend time at home in Albuquerque. 

 Prairie Falcon, image by Larry Rimer 

Position Announcement - Naturalist 

Hawks Aloft, Inc., (http://hawksaloft.org) a New Mexico non-profit, based in Albuquerque, seeks a unique 
individual to join our conservation team.  We seek an individual that is multi-faceted and interested in participating 
in all aspects of Hawks Aloft. This is a full-time permanent position that includes benefits, salary depends on 
experience. 

Our research focuses on avian density and species richness relative to habitat and land management, raptor 
nesting density and reproductive success, and species’ specific studies.  Educationally, our primary program is 
Living with the Landscape, a school year-long program that serves all students in participating Title 1 schools with 
a conservation curriculum with a combination of lecture and active play, that builds in intensity in the upper grade 
levels of local elementary schools to include field trips to natural areas and a conservation project for the 
school.  Live, non-releasable birds of prey, our avian ambassadors, are present at each classroom presentation to 
help students understand the ecological lessons in the curriculum.  We participate in outreach events in our 
community and statewide.  Hawks Aloft has a dedicated hotline, staffed 24/7, for raptor rescue.  Volunteers, 
veterinarians, wildlife rehabilitators, and staff work together to ensure that injured raptors, corvids, and 
roadrunners are transported to a facility within the state, that can care for their injuries.  We also perform avian 
mitigations when raptors are impacted by the operations of various industries, particularly electric utilities, 
communication towers, and wind energy companies, providing training classes, as well as active involvement 
when avian species are impacted.  We are active in the conservation community, working on issues relative to the 
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electric utility industry, local conservation issues, the New Mexico Avian Conservation Partners, and other 
nonprofits in New Mexico.  We host several websites relative to avian conservation: 

                NM Avian Conservation Partners:  http://avianconservationpartners-nm.org/ 

                NM Avian Protection Working Group:  http://nmavianprotection.org/ 

Duties will vary seasonally, as follows: 

Winter Months:  songbird monitoring in the Middle Rio Grande bosque (40%), Classroom education with non-
releasable raptors (40%), Raptor Rescue (20%) 

Spring and Summer: Field technician working at various sites in New Mexico (70%), Raptor Rescue (30%) 

Fall:  Education (60%), Raptor Rescue (30%), Outreach (10%) 

The ideal candidate will have a strong interest in birds and conservation, have good social skills to work with a 
diverse group of volunteers and the public, be physically fit and able to hike up to 6 miles per day, and have a BS 
degree in Biology or a related field, or the equivalent in work experience.  Good organizational skills and multi-
tasking essential.  Identification of songbirds by sight and sound a plus.  Classroom education experience and 
other experience with youth and raptors also a plus.  Raptor handling and/or raptor rehabilitation a plus.  We do 
not expect any one candidate to have experience in all areas, but will provide training as needed for the right 
candidate.  Position will be filled when the individual that is the best match for Hawks Aloft is found. 

Send a cover letter, resume, and 3 email references to:  Gail AT Hawksaloft.org  No phone calls, please. 

  

Back to School and Birthday Cake, by Julia Davis, Education and 
Outreach Coordinator 

In July we visited two events to do outreach—
Albuquerque’s Lavender Festival and the Valles 
Caldera Birthday Bash. These two events were on 
consecutive Saturdays. First, we visited the Lavender 
Festival, an event hosted in Los Ranchos de 
Albuquerque which draws thousands of visitors. It is a 
very busy event, and we are usually located inside. 
The following weekend we enjoyed a much more 
relaxed event at Valles Caldera that brought in about 
571 visitors. Both events were worth attending, but I 
have to say I enjoyed the Valles Caldera Birthday 
Bash a little bit more. I believe the birds did too. 

If you have ever visited the Valles Caldera, you know 
that it is a beautiful place. The event was located right in the middle of the caldera. All day, we enjoyed beautiful 
weather and views. We were even entertained by looming storm clouds that, thankfully, kept their distance until 
the very end of the day. As we began the drive home, it looked like the whole mountain range was engulfed in 
dark blue storm clouds. Since it was a birthday celebration, the event organizer came around and gave us each a 
slice of paper birthday cake as a thank you! There was no real cake to be eaten, but the paper birthday cake was 
a fun gesture. 

In August, I will be meeting with our Living with the Landscape schools, organizing schedules, attending one or 
two back to school events, and heading to Farmington for a day! The first day back for Albuquerque students is 
August 14th! As summer comes to an end, I am looking forward to kicking off the school year on a positive note. 
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July Rescues 

 American Kestrel - Left 
wing injury - Pending 
American Kestrel - 
Orphaned - Transferred 
to Santa Fe Raptor 
Center 
Cooper's Hawk - 
Human Interference - 
Pending 
Cooper's Hawk - Fell 
from nest - Transferred 
to Santa Fe Raptor 
Center 
Cooper's Hawk - Left 
wing injury/Head 
trauma 
Cooper's Hawk - 
Welfare check - 
Reunited with parents 
Cooper's Hawk - 
Trauma to both legs 
Cooper's Hawk - Right 
wing injury - 
Transferred to Dr. 
Ramsay 
Cooper's Hawk - Left 
wing fracture - Pending 
Cooper's Hawk - Ate 
too much - unable to fly 
- Released 
Cooper's Hawk - Hit 
window - Pending 

http://avianconservationpartners-nm.org/
http://nmavianprotection.org/


Images:  Above, Mary Bruesch speaks to visitors at the Lavender Festival by ?????,  below, the vast landscape of 
the Valles Caldera by Evelyn McGarry. 

 

Summer Reading: Bird Edition, by Maggie Grimason, Senior 
Editor/Educator 

I’m an avid reader all year long, but something about 
the recent months have spurred a greater appetite 
than ever for the written word. Perhaps it has been 
the longer days that keep me sitting up late with a 
good book, or maybe it is the shady city parks that 
often look so inviting with abundant spots to lie down 
in the precious grass and pass an hour or two. Maybe 
it has been the advent of this year’s Adult Summer 
Reading Challenge at the Albuquerque and Bernalillo 
County Public Library, which invites participants to 
read for ten hours each week in order to gain 
eligibility for some amazing prizes. 

Regardless of what the catalyst has been, I’ve found 
myself reading insatiably, and a common thread 
throughout many of the books I’ve picked up this 
summer has been the presence of birds. Most 
recently, I finished reading Grief is the Thing with 
Feathers by Max Porter, an experimental work of 
fiction—part poetry, part prose. The plot at face value 
might sound like magical realism: In the aftermath of 
their mother’s death, a crow comes to observe and in 
its own strange way, comfort, a grieving family. Each 
chapter is assigned to a specific narrator, and even 
the crow is given a voice. Sometimes crass, but 
always keenly observational, the crow’s perspective 
is a deeply honest one, and in it the real heart of the 
story surfaces. For readers looking for something a 
little off the beaten path, this acclaimed avant-garde 

work published in 2016 instills a great deal of poetry and imagination into what might otherwise be a simple tale of 
woe. 

If your tastes tend more toward literature firmly grounded here in the real world, I would highly recommend The 
Hour of Land, the latest offering from conservationist, activist, and nature writer Terry Tempest Williams. I was 
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luckily enough to interview Williams for the Weekly Alibi before a recent visit she made to Albuquerque on book 
tour. At that time, I had to ask her about the consistent reference she makes to different bird species that live in 
any of the 12 national parks she explores over the length of this book. Williams told me that, to her, birds 
represent something magical—that they exist in between the heavens and the Earth.  And she is an avid birder, 
hence her predilection for using birds, in all their particularity, to illumine and explore a sense of place. This book, 
however, isn’t strictly about birds. Instead, it contains histories—cultural, historical, and personal—of a dozen 
public lands. These histories reveal a powerful environmental legacy and underline a greater need to preserve 
and protect these spaces. A beautiful marriage of poetry and landscape that happens to be populated by many 
species of bird, The Hour of Land is a book that will likely resonate with readers interested in avian and 
environmental conservation. 

I may be a little late to the party on my last suggestion—but have you read H is for Hawk by Helen Macdonald 
yet? A beautiful work of nonfiction, this book—which was published in 2014—investigates in the first person, the 
relationship between Macdonald and a Northern Goshawk named Mabel. Yet, there are other stories that course 
beneath that one—grief in the aftermath of Macdonald’s father’s death, and an inquiry into the life of fantasy 
author TH White, who was a falconer, like Macdonald. While this may seem as though it might make for a tangle 
of too many genres, the synergistic whole is a book that is simply un-put-down-able. 

Adding these three books to your reading list might just extend your engagement with the written word well into 
autumn. 

  Raptor Handling Class 

Raptor Handling classes are the perfect time to hone your raptor handling skills. Participants get to experience 
one-on-one time with various educational birds, learn their personal stories, and the biology of their 
species.  Become one of our "expert" handlers at outreach events. 

Raptor Handling Classes 

Saturday, October 7 
10:00 a.m. - Noon 

at the Hawks Aloft Office 

Saturday, November 4 
10:00 a.m. - Noon 

at the Hawks Aloft Office 

No walk-ins allowed, as we plan the agenda and birds according to registrations and staff availability. Please call 
(505) 828-9455 to reserve your space in the class, or e-mail Julia 

http://alibi.com/art/53766/The-Country-in-Both-Darkness-Light.html
mailto:julia@hawksaloft.org


The Good, the Bad, and the Imprinted, by Lisa Morgan, Raptor Rescue 
Coordinator/Field Technician 

During the last week, our rehab rooms suddenly filled 
with juvenile Cooper’s Hawks in trouble. One case 
was as good as it could be for a bird in rehab—the 
youngster was only suffering from soft tissue 
damage. The bird is now in a mews flying around like 
a champ and getting ready for a larger mews to 
strengthen its flying skills. Another youngster wasn't 
as lucky. This bird hit a window and now is unable to 
stand or grip with its talons. We are hand feeding the 
bird, and giving medications to reduce swelling and 
pain. We're keeping our fingers crossed that maybe 
with a little time the injury will heal. 

Probably the strangest case we received is that of a 
possibly imprinted juvenile Cooper’s Hawk. Our 
Raptor Rescue team member, Arlette Miller, picked 
the bird up, and stated that despite keeping the bird 
boxed and quiet, it made begging calls for the 
duration of the ride. The bird was extremely 
aggressive.  Luckily, we had quail ready for an 
immediate feeding. Strangely, the bird had absolutely 
no fear of us. Observing this behavior, it seemed that 
the bird was used to being fed by humans.  

Truly imprinted raptors are not releasable because of 
their aggressive nature of flying fearlessly at humans 
in search of food. Imagine you are quietly walking on 
a trail in the bosque when suddenly an aggressive 
hawk comes out of nowhere, barreling toward your 
face with talons extended, screaming loudly for food. 

If you are unable to deliver, it is likely the hawk will continue its aggressive behavior, and someone (usually the 
bird) gets injured. We will be sending the Cooper's Hawk up to Dr. Kathleen Ramsay were it will be placed with 
other young Cooper's Hawks in hopes that being around others of it's own species will convince it that it is, 
indeed, a Cooper's Hawk, and demanding food from humans is not the proper way to maintain an existence in the 
wild. 



Amazon Adventure - With Hawks Aloft and Wildside Nature Tours 

Amazon Adventure 
with Hawks Aloft and Wildside Nature Tours 

February 3-11, 2018 

Birding, photography, fun and relaxation, all from our 
165 foot deluxe riverboat! A host of leaders for your 
trip will include Kevin Loughlin, bird photographer and 
owner of Wildside; Edison Buenano, South America’s 
top birding guide; Gail Garber, Director of Hawks 
Aloft, plus two local naturalist guides.  

Our cruise will include afternoon lectures on birds, 
wildlife and photography. We enjoy multiple 
excursions by motorized skiff each day, designed to 
reveal the incredible wildlife that calls the rain forest 
home and with any luck we’ll spot sloths, monkeys, 
toucans, macaws, pink dolphins and so much more!  

The cuisine on-board is regional and provides a 
unique and delicious window into local culture. Gain a 
rare glimpse of how life ‘on the river’ is lived and 
experience the magic of the Amazon on this once-in-
a-lifetime riverboat adventure. 

Focus and Highlights: 

The Peruvian Amazon offers fantastic birds, 
monkeys, sloths, frogs and other great wildlife. We 
will explore rivers, creeks and forest trails in search of 
all we can find! On board the ship we will offer daily 
lectures on birds, wildlife, photography, art and the 
local culture. 

Click Here for full details.   
Click Here to view optional pre- and post- tour day 
trips as well as an extended trip to Macchu Picchu 

Slate-colored Hawk is just one of the raptor species we might expect to see on this tour, well as pygmy marmoset, 
one of the smallest monkeys in the world.  Our accommodation will be the luxury La Perla riverboat. Both images 
by Kevin Loughlin, Wildside Nature Tours. 

http://wildsidenaturetours.com/tours/amazon-riverboat-adventure-hawks-aloft/
http://secure.campaigner.com/CSB/public/ReadmoreContent.aspx?id=0&campaignid=21503530
http://secure.campaigner.com/CSB/public/ReadmoreContent.aspx?id=0&campaignid=21503530


  

on Adventure 
with Hawks Aloft and Wildside Nature Tours 

February 3-11, 2018 

Birding, photography, fun and relaxation, all from our 165 foot deluxe riverboat! A host of leaders for your trip will 
include Kevin Loughlin, bird photographer and owner of Wildside; Edison Buenano, South America’s top birding 
guide; Gail Garber, Director of Hawks Aloft,plus two local naturalist guides.  

Our cruise will include afternoon lectures on birds, wildlife and photography. We enjoy multiple excursions by 



motorized skiff each day, designed to reveal the 
incredible wildlife that calls the rain forest home and with any luck we’ll spot sloths, monkeys, toucans, macaws, 
pink dolphins and so much more!  

The cuisine on-board is regional and provides a unique and delicious window into local culture. Gain a rare 
glimpse of how life ‘on the river’ is lived and experience the magic of the Amazon on this once-in-a-lifetime 
riverboat adventure. 

Focus and Highlights: 

The Peruvian Amazon offers fantastic birds, monkeys, sloths, frogs and other great wildlife. We will explore rivers, 
creeks and forest trails in search of all we can find! On board the ship we will offer daily lectures on birds, wildlife, 
photography, art and the local culture. 

Click Here for full details.   

Black-collared Hawk, Hoatzin, and riverboat images by Kevin Loughlin, Wildside Nature Tours. 

http://wildsidenaturetours.com/tours/amazon-riverboat-adventure-hawks-aloft/
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Jemez, Mexican Spotted Owl, by 
Angela Green, Office Manager 

Just before Christmas last year, a Mexican Spotted 
Owl was hit by a car near Los Alamos. Critically 
injured, she was rescued by Victor Mitchell, who 
noticed what appeared to be feathers sticking out of a 
snowdrift.  She was later diagnosed with acute head 
trauma and a severely damaged eye, both of which 
required special care. Although her first few weeks 
recuperating were difficult, she is recovering 
beautifully. 

 She has a new name as well: Jemez, as she was 
found in the Jemez Mountains. Other names that 
were considered were Lucida (her scientific name is 
Strix occidentalis lucida), Wendy (she was found near 
a Wendy’s), and Spot (but Hawks Aloft once had 
another Spotted Owl with this name). Keep an eye 
out for Jemez to start appearing as an Avian 
Ambassador as early as this coming fall. 

 Jemez’s story inspired me to learn a little about the 
Mexican Spotted Owl. It turns out that there are three 
subspecies of Spotted Owl: the Northern Spotted 
Owl, the California Spotted Owl, and the Mexican 
Spotted Owl. One of the largest owls in North 
America, the Mexican Spotted Owl’s wingspan is 
close to four feet. This dark-eyed beauty prefers the 
mature trees of old-growth forests located in places 
like Utah and Colorado, and even down into Mexico. 
Unfortunately, due in part to the loss of these older 
forests, the Mexican Spotted Owl’s numbers are 
declining, and it is considered a threatened species. 

 Jemez will be an important “spokesbird” for her 
species, helping to educate people about the beautiful, unique and threatened Mexican Spotted Owl. 

Photograph of Jemez, by Larry Rimer. 

A Real-Life Education on Rabies, by Everett Ogilvie, Statistician 

OK, this is my last monthly online article … 

The text from my wife came in about 8 am while I was at work at Hawks Aloft: “There is a downed bat and it may 
have bitten Kate on the nose.” Kate is one of our golden retrievers who is always poking her nose where it doesn’t 
belong. My wife was immediately concerned about rabies, so she made an appointment with a veterinarian (a 
new-to-us vet) for the following morning to get Kate a rabies booster shot. During our appointment, we found out 
that all rabies shots are supposed to be good for three years, even though our original vet assured us we had only 
paid for and received the “one year shot” (thus our new vet). It turned out that Kate’s prior shot was about 2 ½ 
years old so we thought she would be okay, especially with the booster shot. The vet agreed, but said we had to 
quarantine and observe her for 10 days. Thankfully, we were able to do so at home. 

Back to the bat—my wife put it in a box because, before I realized the very real possibility that it might have 
rabies, I told her to, since that is what we often do at Hawks Aloft when we rescue birds. When I got home from 
work I donned gloves and pulled the stick with the attached bat out of the box to get a better look at it. It was 



hanging upside down from the stick and I had a brief thought that maybe it would be okay. When I went to check 
on the bat again, it had died. When I told Daniel Abrams, a bat expert, that  the bat had been found on a limb very 
near the ground with ants crawling on it, and that it had died, he raised the distinct possibility of rabies. We started 
researching and everything we read said to put the dead bat into a baggie and place it, head down, in the 
refrigerator (not the freezer) and get it to a veterinarian or a lab for testing. We took the bat along with Kate to the 
vet the next morning, and they gave Kate her booster and shipped the bat out to a state lab. My wife left for 
Boulder and, by the time she arrived there the state lab was already calling—the bat had indeed tested positive for 
rabies and they were quite concerned.  She was fairly confident she had not had any exposure, but in the end the 
lab personnel suggested that she contact our healthcare provider. 

My wife told our doctor the story during the emergency visit and they had a lengthy discussion about everything 
that had transpired. At this point our healthcare provider decided to initiate a conference call to the CDC. The 
situation was discussed at length and in the end the consensus was, thankfully, that my wife’s exposure risk was 
low and they would not mandate the rabies vaccine for her. 

 

Mexican Free-tailed Bat, Image by Kristin Brown. 

They did say that if we were going to continue to “keep bats” each of us should consider getting vaccinated. The 
“keeping bats” comment referred to the bat house on our property. Like many people, we consider bats a valuable 
and interesting resource, and encourage them. Thanks to my conversation with Dan about bats, as well as our 
research, we came to understand that bats exhibiting normal behaviors (leaving the bat house at dusk, eating 
insects during the night, and returning at dawn), are probably not infected.  It is unusual when a bat is on or near 
the ground during the day and one should consider that it might have rabies. Below is some further information 
regarding rabies: 

• If post exposure treatment is not started soon enough, and especially if rabies symptoms are present, the 
disease is virtually 100% fatal. When treatment is started soon enough it is virtually 100% effective. This 



is why immediate action is so important. 
• The 10 day quarantine is for animals that appear to be healthy at the time of a bite or exposure. No 

person in the U.S who has been bitten by a dog, cat or ferret which was subsequently quarantined for 10 
days has ever contracted rabies. If the animal appeared ill at the time of the bite, or if it becomes ill 
during the quarantine, a vet should evaluate the animal, and your healthcare provider should be 
consulted.. 

• Rabies exposure almost always occurs from a bite and, occasionally, if saliva or infectious material from 
a rabid animal directly enters the eyes, nose, mouth, or a wound. Other types of contact, such as 
touching the fur of a bat, or contact with the blood, urine, or feces (i.e. bat guano) from a rabid animal 
does not constitute rabies exposure. 

• Bats are mammals and they can contract rabies, but they are not asymptomatic, so a weak or sick bat 
may have the virus.  Note that only six percent of weak or sick bats that have been captured and tested 
were found to be rabid. Bats are not simple carriers of the virus, it also is fatal to them too.  

• Less than half of one percent of all bats contract rabies. 

Our experience with this single bat was certainly an eye-opener, but we are not getting rid of our bat house, and 
we will be especially vigilant about keeping all of our pet vaccinations up-to-date. 

We appreciate each and every one of you who volunteer, support HAI with financial donations, or support us in 
other ways.  Please join us for a night of fun, food, and best of all, birds!  RSVP no later than August 30 to  

Angela Green  or call the office at 505-828-9455. 

.  

mailto:officemanager@hawksaloft.org


Hawks Aloft 2017 Raffle Quilt - Tickets Available Now 

Get your tickets now!  They are $1 each or 6/$5.  You can purchase them on our website.  We will draw the 
winning ticket on December 2, 2017, at our annual Holiday Party. 

Image by Steve Elkins. 

 

We Wish for ... An Outreach Tent! 

Hawks Aloft attends outreach events across New Mexico, we also go to Arizona and Colorado on occasion. 
Sometimes we have to turn down a trip or an event because shade cannot be provided. We've even been faced 
with the odd situation of getting to an event where accommodations are not what we requested or require. This 
can be tricky to navigate. We always want to stay and support the events we commit to, however, inadequate 
accommodations means there will be extra stress on our Avian Ambassadors. If Hawks Aloft had its own outreach 
tent this would cut down on bird stress. The style of outreach tent we are looking for is this make, which is 
available at CostoCo (see the tent here). Having a good sturdy structure would be a vast improvement for Hawks 
Aloft’s outreach efforts! 

New Peregrine Falcon T-shirt Available Now 

http://hawksaloft.org/store/
https://www.costco.com/Eurmax-10'-x-10'-Instant-Pop-Up-Canopy.product.100295421.html
https://www.costco.com/Eurmax-10'-x-10'-Instant-Pop-Up-Canopy.product.100295421.html


We are thrilled with our brand new T-shirt design, 
featuring Doug Brown's Peregrine Falcon 
image.  This image won second place in an 
international photography contest and Doug traveled 
to France (I believe) for the award.  
We worked with Jim Morris Environmental T-shirts 
this year, and are equally thrilled with the results of 
our new partnership. The T-shirts are wonderfully soft 
feeling, made with Earth Friendly Organic Cotton and 
produced in the USA.  We have a wide range of sizes 
in both short and long sleeves, with both Ladies and 
Unisex styles.  We have no youth sizes.  So, pick the 
one you want, but don't delay!  These will be selling 
quickly!   
The price for short sleeve is $19 and long sleeve is 
$25.   Order yours today on our website or stop by 
the office to try one on!   
As always, please call the office at 505-828-9455 to 
ensure that someone will be there when you 
arrive.  We often are out of the office attending to 
other business. 

Support Hawks Aloft by Shopping at Smith's! 

 
Did you know there are plenty of ways to support Hawks Aloft without spending a single extra dime or changing 
any little thing about your daily schedule? In addition to registering to support Hawks Aloft with your Amazon 
purchases via smile.amazon.com (you’ve already done that, right?), now you can kick back a few extra dollars to 
Hawks Aloft just by shopping at your local Smith’s. 

We recently enrolled in Smith’s Community Rewards Program, a program that allows individuals to enroll online 
and support their favorite nonprofit with their purchases. At the end of each quarter, Hawks Aloft will receive a 
percentage of the total dollar amount spent by shoppers who have selected us as their preferred local nonprofit. 
Signing up is easy and makes a big difference in our budget. 

Signing up is a simple, three-step process: 

https://secure.campaigner.com/CSB/Campaigns/TemplateCampaigns/I'd%20suggest%20that%20you%20advertise%20that%20they%20are%20wonderfully%20soft%20feeling%20made%20with%20Earth%20Friendly%20Organic%20Cotton%20and%20produced%20in%20the%20USA
http://hawksaloft.org/store/apparel/
https://smile.amazon.com/
https://www.smithsfoodanddrug.com/topic/community-rewards-3


1). With your Smith’s Reward Card handy, log on to Smiths Community Rewards 

2). Enter your rewards card number and your preferred Smith’s shopping location  

3). Search for Hawks Aloft by entering our name or our Community Rewards ID number: 16635 

It’s as easy as that! Then, next time you buy your groceries, all you have to do is use your Rewards Card for 
discounts, fuel points, and to provide additional revenue to Hawks Aloft! 

Thank you for supporting us so we can continue to care for injured wild birds, educate the community about 
raptors, and conduct research that provides meaningful insights about the health of our local ecosystem.  

Adopt an Educational 
Ambassador 

Help support our non-releasable raptors through our 
Adopt-a-Raptor program. Hawks Aloft houses and 
cares for 25 permanently disabled raptors (and one 
corvid!). Our Avian Ambassadors travel throughout 
the Southwest, helping us to educate the public about 
how to help protect these beautiful animals. We 
provide them with top-quality housing, food, and 
medical care for their entire lives. It costs an average 
of $2000/mo. just for their food. When you adopt a 
raptor, you help feed our birds, make home 
improvements, and provide veterinary care for one 
avian ambassador of your choice. Prices range from 
$35-$100 depending on the species.  

 Click here to Adopt a Raptor - such as Aspen, our Northern Saw-whet Owl, photographed by Doug Brown.    

When you adopt a Hawks Aloft raptor you will receive: 

• A one-year Hawks Aloft membership 
• An Adoption Certificate 
• An information sheet about the individual bird you have adopted 
• Exclusive access to video updates about your bird 
• Your choice of: 
• A professional 8×10 photo of your bird, or 
• A stuffed Audubon Bird with realistic vocalizations 

 
Click here to learn more about our Avian Ambassadors 

Amazon Smile - Support Hawks Aloft 

Support the conservation efforts of Hawks Aloft! Amazon Smile Foundation donates 0.5% of your shopping done 
through Amazon to Hawks Aloft. All you have to do is simply click here, or on the image below, and do your usual 
Amazon shopping. Thank you for shopping at Amazon and helping Hawks Aloft. 

https://www.smithsfoodanddrug.com/topic/community-rewards-3
http://hawksaloft.org/store/adopt-a-raptor/
http://hawksaloft.org/store/adopt-a-raptor/
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/85-0418661


  

Thank You to Our July Volunteers 

Mary Bruesch - Mews cleaning 
David Buckley - Raptor care 
Ed Chappelle - Raptor care 
Mary Chappelle - Raptor care, outreach 
Dagny Cosby - Outreach 
Ava Gutierrez - Outreach 
Rebecca Ezechukwu - Outreach 
Jeannine Kinzer - Outreach 
Maurice Mackey - Outreach 
Arlette Miller - Mews cleaning, office work, outreach 
Jeff Porter - Raptor care 
Chellye Porter - Raptor care 
Cindy Treme - Outreach, office work 
Brigitte de Saint Phalle - Mews cleaning 
Lizzie Roberts - Raptor care 
Dianne Rossbach - Outreach 
Sue Small - Mews cleaning 
Rebecca Szymanski - Raptor and corvid care, raptor handling 
class                                                                                

Photographers Monthly Gallery -  Kristin Brown 

Kristin Brown has been fascinated with birds since she was a little girl.  Ten years ago, she extended her 
avian affection to include photographing the object of her passion, working with others in the the field, 
such as her husband and frequent contributor to Hawks Aloft, to improve her photographic skills. Most 
recently, Kristin has been focusing on the hummingbirds and other birds that visit her back yard near the 
Sandia Mountains.  You can see more of her images here.    

https://kristincbrown.smugmug.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/85-0418661


 

 Allen's Hummingbird, photographed in California 



 

 Male House Finch, feeding on flowers, photographed at home. 
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