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About Those Numbers: The Extraordinary Monte Vista Crane Fest, by 
Gail Garber, Executive Director 

It was 24 years ago (plus a month) that Hawks Aloft 
became an organization.  Way back then, most 
things were very different than the HAI you know 
today.  One thing, however manages to stay largely 
the same: Our participation in the annual Crane Fest 
in Monte Vista, was and continues to this day.  As a 
nestling organization, our first big outreach trip was 
to this festival celebrating the return of the Sandhill 
Cranes to their spring stopover site in the beautiful 
San Luis Valley of southern Colorado. With hawks 
borrowed from Wildlife Rescue and others, we set 
up a booth for the weekend and talked about 
raptors.  

It was there that we also premiered our very first 
raffle quilt, a rustic log cabin with a large crane 
appliqued to the center.  Who would have known 
that would be the first of 24 years of Crane Festivals 
as well as the first of 24 raffle quilts. This year, #24 
made its debut and was a hit with the crowd, selling 
361 raffle tickets.  As we grew, so too did the Crane 
Fest, adding lectures and field trips to the 
roster.  Now, nearly a quarter century later, we lead 
raptor tours of the refuge each day of the event and 
sometimes present workshops. 

We now host a cadre of volunteers, this year 7 
strong in addition to three staff.  A total of 16 raptors 
also made the trip, including 2 Prairie Falcons, a 
rufous morph Red-tailed Hawk, a Harlan’s Red-
tailed Hawk, our new dark morph Swainson’s Hawk, 
Idaho, two American Kestrels, a Merlin, a Long-
eared Owl, a Western Screech-Owl, a Northern 
Saw-whet Owl and a Burrowing Owl.  

Our aged Great Horned Owl, Aztec, also made the 
trip.  We noticed she looked really out of it on 
Saturday, with her eyes squeezed tightly shut and 
feathers fluffed out all around her body, not the 
posture of a bird feeling well. We put her back into 
her travel box and called home to alert them to her 
potential illness.  We all worried! Worried A LOT!  At 
20 years, Aztec is among our oldest of birds, and is 
exceptionally mild mannered, a veritable queen 
among her feathered brethren. She has survived a 
bout of West Nile Virus even. 

Driving up on a gorgeous Friday, we set up the 
booth and headed out to look for raptors that might 
be found again the following two days.  Someone 
had reported a leucistic Red-tailed Hawk near the refuge and provided directions. And, we scored!  Not only was 
the white red-tail there, but we also had wonderful looks at a Rough-legged Hawk, American Kestrel, Merlin, 
Prairie Falcon, Great Horned Owl, and Bald Eagle.  This refuge never fails to produce amazing raptor sightings 
at this time of year!  
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At ten strong, we helped the economies of these small communities along, first dining at the historic Dutch Mill 
Restaurant in Antonito, then the Three Barrels Brewery in Del Norte, and Nino’s in downtown Monte Vista.  As 
always, we counted on the Don Tomas Bakery for exceptional breakfasts and sandwiches.  Even the Starbucks 
in Alamosa was happy to see us as we picked up 
caffeine in various forms for the long drive home.  

We made our regular stop near San Antonio 
Mountain to search for the historic Ferruginous 
Hawk nests that dot that landscape and while we 
found one of the most amazing nest structures ever, 
no hawks were home that day.  Of course, it was so 
windy that we humans could barely stand in the 
wind.  

Among the most special parts of this event was the 
friendliness of the people who attended, their 
interest in our work, and the joy of spending a few 
days in these charming rural 
communities.  Generous to a fault, our donation bins 
overflowed with largesse.  We love you, Monte 
Vista! 

And Aztec?  Well, it turned out that the old gal was cooking an egg.  After handing her over to Lisa Morgan for 
the TLC befitting an aged bird, Aztec presented a perfectly formed owl egg the next morning! 

Thanks to all who participated:  Chuck Brandt, Dagny Cosby, Julia Davis, Ava Guttierez, Chellye Porter, Larry 
Rimer, Lizzie Roberts, Allison Schacht, and Amanda Schluter.  

Top:  Chellye Porter and Chuck Brandt relax at the CraneFest;  Mid:  Allison Schacht talks about Malary, the 
female Prairie Falcon, images by Gail Garber;  Ferruginous Hawk nest tree, image by Larry Rimer; Bottom: 
Moonrise over the Refuge, image by Gail Garber 
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Navajo Nation Eagle Aviary and 
Zoological Park - A Guided Tour 

Hawks Aloft Member Field Trip 
Saturday, June 17,  2017 
7 am to ~ 6 pm 
$75.00 

Join Gail Garber and Chellye Porter as we travel to 
the heart of the Navajo Nation in Window Rock, 
Arizona.  There, we will be greeted by David 
Mikesic, director of the Navajo Nation Zoo and join 
him on a behind-the-scenes tour of the Eagle Aviary 
and see other wildlife at this unique facility, where 
each of the animals present is rescued and non-
releasable.  Marvel at the million dollar undertaking 
that currently houses permanently injured Golden 
Eagles and might house Bald Eagles in the future. 
Each and every naturally molted feather is carefully 
collected for use in religious ceremonies. 

Our tour includes carpool transportation (or you can 
drive your own car), lunch at a local Window Rock 
restaurant, and a donation to the zoo.  We also will 
visit the nearby museum and, depending on time, 
we might stop for dinner at El Cafécito in Grants on 
our return. 

Register by emailing Gail, or call the Hawks Aloft 
office at 505-828-9455.  This is a members only field 
trip with limited space.  

Golden Eagle and Bobcat images taken at the 
Navajo Nation Zoo by Larry Rimer.  
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The Joys of Nest Building, by Lisa Morgan, Raptor Rescue 
Coordinator/Field Technician 

“Something is wrong with Aztec. She is coming 
straight to you.” My heart sank when this desperate 
text from Gail came to my phone. Gail, along with 
Aztec, our Great Horned Owl, were over four hours 
away at the Monte Vista Crane Festival in Colorado. 

Twenty-two-year-old Aztec has been with us for 
many years. We can take this sweet, calm girl 
almost anywhere. She doesn’t seem to mind 
overnight trips, and rarely gets stressed out in front 
of crowds. You can count on Aztec’s stability for 
almost any public situation, but now she wasn’t 
eating and was acting very lethargic. At her age, 
almost anything could happen, and I anxiously 
awaited her arrival, praying that this stay with me 
would not be her last. 

When Aztec arrived she was lethargic, dehydrated, 
and her abdomen was rock hard. Trying to get oral 
fluids in her, she was gobbling it up quicker than it 
could be given. Swiftly placing a water dish in front 
of her, I made “swooshing” sounds in the water with 
my finger to get her attention on the water dish. At 
the same time, I worried about abdominal masses. 
She drank so much water that you could see a 
marker on the side of the water dish where water 
was a few moments earlier. She had no interest in 
food. Gail and I decided to get her to a veterinarian 
as soon as possible the next morning to run blood 
tests and take x-rays in order to figure out what 
could be wrong. Checking on the tired girl 
throughout the evening there was no real change in 
her condition. Upon lights out, I said a little prayer 

that she would be with us in the morning. 

The next morning, I woke up and raced into the rehab room to find that Aztec had company in her crate -- an 
infertile, newly laid egg! Not only that, but she was bright, alert, and ready to be out of the crate right that instant! 

Taking her (and her egg) back to her mews where she was comfortable, I set out in search of a basket and 
“nesting” material at the local Hobby Lobby. What fun it was looking for items for a nest that Aztec might enjoy! 
Bringing everything back to her mews, I put together a cozy little nest with padding and mosses and put her new 
egg on top. Her caretaker, David, said “I’d sit in that!” I was hoping Aztec would too. To date, she has shown 
zero interest in her egg, however. 

While Aztec is still healthy enough to teach the public about Great Horned Owls, we’ve decided it is best to allow 
her time off this spring and in all future springs so that she can take care of any other eggs that she might lay. 

Aztec, above image by Keith Bauer, taken in 2016.  Nest and egg image below by Lisa Morgan. 

Survey 
Team 

Chuck Brandt 
Mary Bruesch 
Ed Chappelle 
Gill Clarke 
Gail Garber 
Roger Grimshaw 
Jerry Hobart 
Bonnie Long 
Donna Royer 
Susan Russo 
Sam Sanborn 
Martin Schelble 
Diane Schlies 
Steve Youtsey 

Upcoming 
Events - 
Please Help 

Thursday, April 6 
9:45 a.m. – 12:30 
p.m. 
Albuquerque 
Academy 
Single Visit BOP 

Saturday, April 8 
11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Wild Birds 
Unlimited (On 
Montgomery) 
Outreach Booth 

Wednesday, April 
12 
12 – 1 p.m. 
Dennis Chavez 
Elementary School 
Single Visit BOP 

Wednesday, April 
19th 

All Day 
Grants Ag. Day in 
Grants NM 
Outreach 

Friday, April 21 
11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Sandia High School 
Earth Day event 



 

Photo of Aztec's nest by Lisa Morgan 

 
Hawks Aloft 2017 Raffle Quilt - Tickets Available Now 

Get your tickets now!  They are $1 each or 6/$5.  You can purchase them on our website.  We will draw the 
winning ticket on December 2, 2017, at our annual Holiday Party. 

Image by Steve Elkins. 
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Saturday, April 22 
1 p.m. – 4 p.m. 
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A Brief Summary of Avian Response to Fire in the Jemez, by Trevor 
Fetz, Lead Avian Biologist 

As part of the Southwest Jemez Collaborative 
Forest Landscape Restoration Project, Hawks Aloft 
has conducted breeding season point count surveys 
since 2012 to evaluate avian use within eight habitat 
types located in the Valles Caldera National 
Preserve and the Santa Fe National Forest. 
Because two catastrophic wildfires (the 2011 Las 
Conchas fire and 2013 Thompson Ridge fire) 
occurred within the study area, a key component of 
these surveys is comparing avian use in burned and 
unburned areas of like habitat. Specific comparisons 
were made between mixed conifer forest (MC) and 
burned mixed conifer (MCB), ponderosa pine forest 
(PP) and burned ponderosa pine (PPB), and 
mountain valley grassland (MVG) and burned 
mountain valley grassland (MVGB). Cumulatively, 
over the first five years of surveys avian density was 
highest in MC (2.08 birds/ha). MCB density was 
lower (1.99 birds/ha), but the difference was not 
significant. In contrast, PPB density (2.05 birds/ha) 
was significantly higher than PP (1.74 birds/ha). 
MVG density (1.22 birds/ha) was slightly, but not 
significantly higher than MVGB (1.16 birds/ha). 

The significantly higher density in PPB than PP is 
probably one of the more surprising results at this 

point in the study. But, because PP is relatively fire 
resistant, the impact of fire may have been similar to 
what could be expected following a prescribed burn, 
where the understory is largely consumed, but 
mature PP survives. Additionally, it must be noted 
that points classified as burned are highly variable. 
At some burned points, nearly 100% of the 
vegetation within 125 meters was consumed, while 
at other points the percentage of area burned was 
much lower. In order to better understand the impact 
of fire, we need to more thoroughly quantify the 
amount of burned habitat at specific points. 

The 112 bird species documented in the study area 
through 2016 included 44 species of conservation 
concern. The response of those species to fire was 
highly variable and quantifying that response is 
particularly important. Many species of concern are 
relatively common in the study area, but have 
experienced steep population declines in New 
Mexico in recent years. Grace’s Warbler, possibly 
the highest priority species of concern in the survey 
area, was significantly more abundant in unburned 



forest (MC and PP) than burned forest. Other relatively common species of concern that were significantly more 
abundant in unburned forest included Townsend's Solitaire, Pygmy Nuthatch, and Mountain Chickadee. In 
contrast, Mountain Bluebird, Western Bluebird, and Chipping Sparrow were among the species of concern with 
significantly higher abundances in burned forest. The two key grassland species of conservation concern also 
differed in response to fire. Vesper Sparrow was significantly more abundant in MVG than MVGB, but Savannah 
Sparrow was significantly more abundant in MVGB. 

This variation in response illustrates the complexity of the avian community and the difficulties with managing 
forest and grassland ecosystems relative to fire. Although the first five years of data have been revealing, longer 
term data collection will more thoroughly document and reliably evaluate avian trends and response to wildfire at 
both the community and species levels. Surveys for 2017 will begin in mid-May. 

Pygmy Nuthatch, top, prefers unburned forest, while Savannah Sparrow is more common in Mountain Valley 
Grassland that has burned.  Chipping Sparrow, below, has significantly higher numbers in burned forest than 
unburned.  All images by Alan Murphy. 

 



New Peregrine Falcon T-shirt 
Available Now 

We are thrilled with our brand new T-shirt design, 
featuring Doug Brown's Peregrine Falcon 
image.  This image won second place in an 
international photography contest and Doug traveled 
to France (I believe) for the award.  
We worked with Jim Morris Environmental T-shirts 
this year, and are equally thrilled with the results of 
our new partnership. The T-shirts are wonderfully 
soft feeling, made with Earth Friendly Organic 
Cotton and produced in the USA.  We have a wide 
range of sizes in both short and long sleeves, with 
both Ladies and Unisex styles.  We have no youth 
sizes.  So, pick the one you want, but don't 
delay!  These will be selling quickly!   
The price for short sleeve is $19 and long sleeve is 
$25.   Order yours today on our website or stop by 
the office to try one on!   
As always, please call the office at 505-828-9455 to 
ensure that someone will be there when you 
arrive.  We often are out of the office attending to 
other business. 

Intermediate Raptor Handling Classes, by Maggie Grimason, Senior 
Editor/Educator 

On March 3, a small group of Hawks Aloft staff and 
volunteers gathered for a second time to acquire 
greater skill and comfort when it comes to working 
with our team of more than 20 permanently injured 
birds of prey. Raptor handling classes are a unique 
and important part of working at Hawks Aloft and 
provide an interesting way to interface with the bird 
species that are at the core of our mission. 

On this particular occasion, volunteers Mary and 
Brigitte, Raptor Rescue Dispatcher Jeannine, and I, 
sat down at Executive Director Gail’s house in Rio 
Rancho, eagerly awaiting a lesson from Gail and 
Education Coordinator and raptor handling 
aficionado Julia Davis on how to safely and 
comfortably work with our larger Avian 
Ambassadors. For this lesson, we were joined by 
Celeste, a Barn Owl, Aztec, a Great Horned Owl, 
and Idaho, a Swainson’s Hawk who came to us last 
year with feather damage. Each of these birds 

requires specific knowledge in order to keep them relaxed and happy on the glove, which was a key a point in 
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this intermediate raptor handling class. 

Julia and Gail strongly emphasized the need to be 
familiar with each bird’s distinct needs. Do they have 
trouble balancing on the glove? Do they jump for the 
box when it is time for them to be put away, or, 
alternatively, do they tend to jump out of the box as 
soon as you swing open the doors? Do they tend to 
bate, and if so, do they require special attention to 
get resituated? This detailed knowledge of each 
particular bird’s personality and needs was strongly 
emphasized in the class series. 

Secondarily, with more advanced handling skills, 
more advanced knowledge of each bird’s species as 
a whole makes for broader insights into who the bird 
is, and allows the handler to better answer questions 
and confidently work with the bird while 
simultaneously delivering programming at events in 
the future. As such, another key component to these 
intermediate handling classes was discussing and 
sharing knowledge about each bird species. We all 
took turns explaining the range of each species, 
their behavior and habitat, as well as sharing some 
facts about what makes each unique. Taken as a 
whole, the classes have provided great insight not 
just into how best to work with birds on the glove, 
but into the lives and histories of a variety of raptor 
species, as such, these expansive classes have 
been worthwhile for all involved. 

Featured photos of Brigitte de Saint Phalle with 
Idaho and Mary Bruesch with Aztec. Both by Gail 
Garber. 



Springtime in the Rio Grande 
Gorge  by Everett Ogilvie, 
Statistician 

We have now completed several raptor survey trips 
to the gorge and I feel like we are getting a better 
feel for the area.  The gorge is so expansive that at 
first you find yourself asking “How can we possibly 
cover an area this large?”  It seems that one could 
spend a lifetime getting to know the area, yet we no 
longer feel like total rookies. The challenge, of 
course, is figuring out the most efficient ways to get 
to multiple remote points.  We typically go up for a 
few days at a time, and generally have two teams, 
so we plan our routes and areas of coverage 
accordingly.  Some of our vantage points are easily 
accessed, while others can be quite difficult to reach 
involving a lot of hiking.  We are tasked with locating 
historical nests for which we have records, and also 
new nests we may encounter.  

On a recent trip I was lucky enough to be the first 
person to spot one of our Golden Eagle nests, and 
when I saw that it had fresh green branches as part 
of the nest construction.  I could barely contain my 
excitement!  We quickly got as many eyes on the 
nest as possible and, when finally viewed through 
the spotting scope, we could see the female on the 
nest.  At one point when the light was just right, I 
could see the entire bird. Her back was to me, her 
wings were somewhat spread out, her head was to 
one side, and I could clearly see her beak slowly 
opening and closing.  I could even see her back rise 
and fall with each breath.  It was stunning and I will 
never forget the excitement of that moment.  

Obviously, the distances involved in spotting nests 
in the gorge are great.  It is challenging, important 
work, and very rewarding when you have an 
experience like this.  Even when we do not spot any 
nests or activity in an area, a “no data” result is 
important, because we can say we have covered a 

specific area with no findings, and that helps us determine species density for the project.  It might also tell us if a 
majority of nests are located in more remote areas, so we can estimate any potential impacts from human 
disturbance.  I am really looking forward to our next trip to the gorge and I hope spring will allow us the 
opportunity to camp for some of these upcoming visits.  

Images by Amanda Schluter 



 



Amazon Adventure - With Hawks Aloft and Wildside Nature Tours 

Amazon Adventure 
with Hawks Aloft and Wildside Nature Tours 

February 3-11, 2018 

Birding, photography, fun and relaxation, all from our 
165 foot deluxe riverboat! A host of leaders for your 
trip will include Kevin Loughlin, bird photographer 
and owner of Wildside; Edison Buenano, South 
America’s top birding guide; Gail Garber, Director of 
Hawks Aloft, plus two local naturalist guides.  

Our cruise will include afternoon lectures on birds, 
wildlife and photography. We enjoy multiple 
excursions by motorized skiff each day, designed to 
reveal the incredible wildlife that calls the rain forest 
home and with any luck we’ll spot sloths, monkeys, 
toucans, macaws, pink dolphins and so much more!  

The cuisine on-board is regional and provides a 
unique and delicious window into local culture. Gain 
a rare glimpse of how life ‘on the river’ is lived and 
experience the magic of the Amazon on this once-
in-a-lifetime riverboat adventure. 

Focus and Highlights: 

The Peruvian Amazon offers fantastic birds, 
monkeys, sloths, frogs and other great wildlife. We 
will explore rivers, creeks and forest trails in search 
of all we can find! On board the ship we will offer 
daily lectures on birds, wildlife, photography, art and 
the local culture. 

Click Here for full details.   
Click Here to view optional pre- and post- tour day 
trips as well as an extended trip to Macchu Picchu 

Slate-colored Hawk, image by Kevin Loughlin, Wildside Nature Tours. 

 

on Adventure 
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with Hawks Aloft and Wildside Nature Tours 
February 3-11, 2018 

Birding, photography, fun and relaxation, all from our 165 foot deluxe riverboat! A host of leaders for your trip will 
include Kevin Loughlin, bird photographer and owner of Wildside; Edison Buenano, South America’s top birding 
guide; Gail Garber, Director of Hawks Aloft,plus two local naturalist guides.  

Our cruise will include afternoon lectures on birds, wildlife and photography. We enjoy multiple excursions by 

motorized skiff each day, designed to reveal the 
incredible wildlife that calls the rain forest home and with any luck we’ll spot sloths, monkeys, toucans, macaws, 
pink dolphins and so much more!  

The cuisine on-board is regional and provides a unique and delicious window into local culture. Gain a rare 
glimpse of how life ‘on the river’ is lived and experience the magic of the Amazon on this once-in-a-lifetime 
riverboat adventure. 

Focus and Highlights: 

The Peruvian Amazon offers fantastic birds, monkeys, sloths, frogs and other great wildlife. We will explore 
rivers, creeks and forest trails in search of all we can find! On board the ship we will offer daily lectures on birds, 
wildlife, photography, art and the local culture. 

Click Here for full details.   

Black-collared Hawk, Hoatzin, and riverboat images by Kevin Loughlin, Wildside Nature Tours. 

http://wildsidenaturetours.com/tours/amazon-riverboat-adventure-hawks-aloft/
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Amazon Adventure 
with Hawks Aloft and Wildside Nature Tours 

February 3-11, 2018 

Birding, photography, fun and relaxation, all from our 165 foot deluxe riverboat! A host of leaders for your trip will 
include Kevin Loughlin, bird photographer and owner of Wildside; Edison Buenano, South America’s top birding 
guide; Gail Garber, Director of Hawks Aloft,plus two local naturalist guides.  

Our cruise will include afternoon lectures on birds, wildlife and photography. We enjoy multiple excursions by 



motorized skiff each day, designed to reveal the 
incredible wildlife that calls the rain forest home and with any luck we’ll spot sloths, monkeys, toucans, macaws, 
pink dolphins and so much more!  

The cuisine on-board is regional and provides a unique and delicious window into local culture. Gain a rare 
glimpse of how life ‘on the river’ is lived and experience the magic of the Amazon on this once-in-a-lifetime 
riverboat adventure. 

Focus and Highlights: 

The Peruvian Amazon offers fantastic birds, monkeys, sloths, frogs and other great wildlife. We will explore 
rivers, creeks and forest trails in search of all we can find! On board the ship we will offer daily lectures on birds, 
wildlife, photography, art and the local culture. 

Click Here for full details.   

Black-collared Hawk, Hoatzin, and riverboat images by Kevin Loughlin, Wildside Nature Tours. 

http://wildsidenaturetours.com/tours/amazon-riverboat-adventure-hawks-aloft/
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 Winding Down - Living with the Landscape & Upcoming Events, by 
Julia Davis, Education and Outreach Coordinator 

Classroom visits for our Living with the Landscape (LWL) program have come to a successful end. All that 
remains are post-surveys and field trips to Valle de Oro National Wildlife Refuge and Elena Gallegos Open 
Space! This year we reached approximately 3,375 LWL participants! Over the course of the program, students 
learned about the importance of environmental conservation and taking care of the only Earth we have. This was 
achieved by introducing students to Hawks Aloft's best educators, our Avian Ambassadors, and by teaching 
conservation topics through play. 

Upcoming public events in April include an open house at Wild Birds Unlimited on Montgomery Blvd. (11 a.m. - 1 
p.m.) on Saturday, April 8, and the South Valley Environmental Justice event (1 -4 p.m.) on Saturday, April 22, 
hosted at Valle de Oro National Wildlife Refuge. Earth Day and the March for Science are April 22, and we will 
be showing support for environmental justice, the Earth, and science. We hope you will join us! There are a few 
days left on the education calendar for spring, so if you’re interested scheduling a program or booth, please 
contact Julia or go onto our website to fill out a request (http://hawksaloft.org/education/schedule-a-program/).  

http://hawksaloft.org/education/schedule-a-program/


 

Technology in the World of Fundraising, by Angela Green, Office 



Manager 

For the past month, I’ve been taking a fundraising class. It’s been fascinating learning about the different 
methods nonprofits use to raise funds in a rapidly changing world. 

Technology has become a major player in this field—for instance, online giving is at an unprecedented high. It’s 
no surprise that the overwhelming majority of donations are made by individuals, but I was surprised to learn that 
these contributions are often made not only online, but by way of mobile devices. Nonprofits are making their 
websites increasingly mobile-friendly, and some even send out appeals through text messages. In fact, almost 
half of Americans favor donating by mobile app! 

Another interesting tidbit that I’ve learned is that the average age of online donors is increasing; the group that 
has seen the most significant rise in this manner of giving is comprised of folks in the neighborhood of 50 years 
old. It stands to reason that as the use of mobile technology becomes more widespread, we will continue to see 
an upswing in this trend. 

As competition by nonprofits for donors continues, it will be important for Hawks Aloft to stay abreast of changes 
in technology and fully utilize tools such as our website and online newsletter. Tools such as these will help us 
thrive in this new era of technology. 



Let the Field Work Begin! by Amanda Schluter, Biologist and 
Educator 

For me, much of this last month was spent on the 
road or in the field. Between field work for the Upper 
Rio Grande Gorge in Taos, NM, and El Segundo 
Mine located outside of Grants, as well as a 
weekend at the Monte Vista Crane Festival in 
Colorado, I have hardly had a second to relax. I 
have enjoyed every minute of it!  

I had the opportunity to spend the weekend with a 
fun group of volunteers at the Monte Vista Crane 
Festival at the beginning of March. We had a great 
weekend birding and talking with visitors to the 
festival. To top it all off, our group was able to see a 
leucistic Red-tailed Hawk. Leucism is a genetic 
mutation that prevents melanin or pigment from 
being deposited in the bird’s feathers, causing the 
bird to be white. Leucistic birds are very rare and it 
was awesome to be able to see one for the first 
time. What made it even better was being able to 
share the experience with other birders that were 
just as excited as I was. (See the image of this bird 
in the Photographer's Monthly Gallery featuring 
Larry Rimer). 

Spending the last few weeks on the upper Rio 
Grande gorge has also been a pleasure. I am 
working with a great group of volunteers that have 
worked very hard over the last few weeks to 
complete the first part of the project. We will 
continue our monitoring efforts into the next month, 
with more and more raptors beginning to nest. It has 
been a great deal of hard work for these last few 
weeks but when you find a raptor on a nest or with 
young, it makes it all worth it. 

Thanks to Larry Rimer, Bob Kipp, Jeannine Kinzer 
and Everett Ogilvie for all the hard work they have 
put in this last month. Along with this group, I hope 
to have others join us on the ground this coming 
month.  

Active Golden Eagle nest in the Rio Grande gorge, Image by Amanda Schluter.  Below, Bob Kipp, team member, 
surveys for raptors, image by Larry Rimer. 



 

Support Hawks Aloft by Shopping at Smith's! 

 
Did you know there are plenty of ways to support Hawks Aloft without spending a single extra dime or changing 
any little thing about your daily schedule? In addition to registering to support Hawks Aloft with your Amazon 
purchases via smile.amazon.com (you’ve already done that, right?), now you can kick back a few extra dollars to 
Hawks Aloft just by shopping at your local Smith’s. 

We recently enrolled in Smith’s Community Rewards Program, a program that allows individuals to enroll online 
and support their favorite nonprofit with their purchases. At the end of each quarter, Hawks Aloft will receive a 
percentage of the total dollar amount spent by shoppers who have selected us as their preferred local nonprofit. 
Signing up is easy and makes a big difference in our budget. 

https://smile.amazon.com/
https://www.smithsfoodanddrug.com/topic/community-rewards-3


Signing up is a simple, three-step process: 

1). With your Smith’s Reward Card handy, log on to Smiths Community Rewards 

2). Enter your rewards card number and your preferred Smith’s shopping location  

3). Search for Hawks Aloft by entering our name or our Community Rewards ID number: 16635 

It’s as easy as that! Then, next time you buy your groceries, all you have to do is use your Rewards Card for 
discounts, fuel points, and to provide additional revenue to Hawks Aloft! 

Thank you for supporting us so we can continue to care for injured wild birds, educate the community about 
raptors, and conduct research that provides meaningful insights about the health of our local ecosystem.  

Adopt an Educational 
Ambassador 

Help support our non-releasable raptors through our 
Adopt-a-Raptor program. Hawks Aloft houses and 
cares for 25 permanently disabled raptors (and one 
corvid!). Our Avian Ambassadors travel throughout 
the Southwest, helping us to educate the public 
about how to help protect these beautiful animals. 
We provide them with top-quality housing, food, and 
medical care for their entire lives. It costs an 
average of $2000/mo. just for their food. When you 
adopt a raptor, you help feed our birds, make home 
improvements, and provide veterinary care for one 
avian ambassador of your choice. Prices range from 
$35-$100 depending on the species.  

 Click here to Adopt a Raptor - such as Aspen, our Northern Saw-whet Owl, photographed by Doug Brown.    

When you adopt a Hawks Aloft raptor you will receive: 

• A one-year Hawks Aloft membership 
• An Adoption Certificate 
• An information sheet about the individual bird you have adopted 
• Exclusive access to video updates about your bird 
• Your choice of: 
• A professional 8×10 photo of your bird, or 
• A stuffed Audubon Bird with realistic vocalizations 

 
Click here to learn more about our Avian Ambassadors 

  

Amazon Smile - Support Hawks Aloft  

Support the conservation efforts of Hawks Aloft! Amazon Smile Foundation donates 0.5% of your shopping done 
through Amazon to Hawks Aloft. All you have to do is simply click here, or on the image below, and do your 
usual Amazon shopping. Thank you for shopping at Amazon and helping Hawks Aloft. 

https://www.smithsfoodanddrug.com/topic/community-rewards-3
http://hawksaloft.org/store/adopt-a-raptor/
http://hawksaloft.org/store/adopt-a-raptor/
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/85-0418661


  

Thank You to Our March Volunteers 

Thank you to our Monte Vista Avian and Human Crew members, packing up to head home.  L-R:  Larry Rimer, 
Julia Davis, Dagny Cosby, Chellye Porter, Chuck Brandt, Ava Guttierez, Lis Roberts, Allison Schacht, Amanda 
Schluter. 

Kariana Atkinson, DVM - Veterinary care 
Greg Basco - Photographs 
Keith Bauer - Photographs 
Jim Battaglia - Raptor rehabilitation, raptor handling 
class 
Emmitt Booher - Photographs 
Doug Brown - Photographs 
Kristin Brown - Photographs 
Mary Bruesch - Data entry, mews cleaning, outreach 
David Buckley - Raptor care 
Ed Chappelle - Raptor care 
Mary Chappelle - Raptor care 
Linda Contos, DVM - Veterinary care 
Cottonwood Rehabilitation Center - 
Raptor   rehabilitation 
Mikal Deese - Raptor rehabilitation 
Brigitte de Saint Phalle - Raptor mews cleaning 
Desert Willow Wildlife Rehabilitation Center - Raptor rehabilitation 
Steve Elkins - Graphic design 
Eye Care for Animals - Veterinary care 
Tony Giancola - Photographs 
Maggie Grimason - Outreach 
Jerry Hobart - Project management 
Bill Houston - Outreach 
Ray Hudgell, DVM - Veterinary care 
Ryanne Hoogeboom – Outreach 
Jennifer Jeffery - Data entry 
Karen Jeffery - Data entry 
Bob Kipp - Taos Gorge Raptor Surveys 
Gavin Kennard - DVM, DACVO - Ophthalmic veterinary care 
Jeannine Kinzer - Taos Gorge Raptor Surveys 
Daniel Levenson, DVM - Veterinary care 
Molly Lord - Outreach 
Maurice Mackey - Outreach 
Evelyn McGarry - Data entry, Outreach 
Mike Melloy, DVM - Veterinary care 
Alan Murphy - Photographs 
New Mexico Wildlife Center - Raptor rehabilitation 
Bob Peiffer, DVM, PhD - Ophthamolic veterinary care 
Petroglyph Animal Hospital - Veterinary care 
Jeff Porter - Raptor care 
Chellye Porter - Raptor care 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/85-0418661


David Powell - Photographs 
Rail Runner - Raptor transport 
Kathleen Ramsay, DVM - Rehab bird care 
Larry Rimer - Photographs, Raptor Rescue, Taos Gorge raptor surveys 
Lizzie Roberts - Raptor care, raptor handling class 
Santa Fe Raptor Center - Raptor rehabilitation 
Anita Sisk - Data entry 
Bruce Sisk - Data entry 
Southwest Veterinary Medical Center - Veterinary care 
Rebecca Szymanski - Raptor and corvid care 
Tony Thomas - Photographs 
Sammie Uhrig, DVM - Rehab bird care 
Steve Vender - Photographs 
Ventana Animal Clinic - Veterinary care 
Katie Wade-Matthews - Education bird permits 
Christie Wilcox - Liaison with UNM 

  

Photographers Monthly Gallery - Larry Rimer, Unique Among 
Photographers 

This month, we feature four images by Larry Rimer.  Larry, a retired engineer, is unique in that he has chosen to 
spend much of his free time volunteering for various HAI projects, outreach, raptor rescue, and field studies. 
Hawks Aloft is the beneficiary of his adventures near and far, with exceptional photographs of birds and other 
wildlife rarely seen.  Larry says that he enjoys showing images of animals in inclement weather, demonstrating 
the challenges they face to survive, as evidenced by three of the four images here.   Look for more of Larry's 
images elsewhere in this issue of the HAI Flier and all of our publications.

 
Curve-billed Thrasher in a rainshower. 



 
Leucistic Red-tailed Hawk soaring over the Monte Vista National Wildlife Refuge 

Pinyon Jay in winter 



 
Coyote in snow 
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